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Worst day yet for Covid deaths 
in Britain as toll passes 100,000 


Health experts condemn 
‘phenomenal failure of 
public policy’ over virus 


More than 100,000 people have died 
from coronavirus in Britain since the 
disease first appeared in the country 
almosta year ago, in what public health 
experts said was a sign of “phenom- 
enal failure of policy and practice”. 

Atotal of 1,564 people werereported 
to have died yesterday - anew record 
high, bringing the total to 101,160, 
according to analysis of figures from 
government and statistical agencies. 
The toll far exceeds some of the worst- 
case scenario estimates made during 
the first wave of the pandemic. 

The news comes amid warnings 
that the toughest weeks of the crisis 
are yet to come and that Britons are 
facing an epidemic of grief for lost 
relatives and loved ones, with many 
forced to mourn alone under lock- 
down measures and curbs on funerals. 

Almost one in every 660 people 
in Britain have died from Covid or 
Covid-related causes so far during 
the pandemic - or about one in six of 
all deaths. The UK has one 
of the highest coronavirus 
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Impeached: 
Trump to 

face trial for 
inciting riot 
at Congress 


Washington 


Donald Trump last night became 
the only American president to be 
impeached twice - one week after he 
rallied a mob of loyalists to storm the 
US Capitol in an attack that left five 
people dead. 

In a historic expression of Con- 
gressional condemnation, the House 
of Representatives, which is held by 
Democrats, voted to charge the pres- 
ident with inciting violence against 
the government of the United States. 

The final vote was 232-197, with 
10 House Republicans supporting 
the measure. The charge accuses 
the defeated president of “inciting 


an insurrection” that led to what the 
House speaker, the Democrat Nancy 
Pelosi, said would be immortalised as 
a “day of fire” on Capitol Hill. 

Pelosi said the president repre- 
sented a “clear and present danger to 
the nation we all love”. 

The unprecedented effort gained 
momentum overnight as senior 
Republican leaders in the House joined 
Democrats in support of removing 
Trump from office. Pelosi was joined 
by six Republican members of the 
House, including Liz Cheney, the 
No 3 House Republican and daugh- 
ter of Dick Cheney, George W Bush’s 
vice-president. 

Cheney said in a statement that 
there had “never been a greater 
betrayal by a president of the United 


States” than Trump’s conduct on 6 
January. “The president of the United 
States summoned this mob, assem- 
bled the mob, and lit the flame of this 
attack,” she said. 

The House was prepared to 
immediately transmit the article of 
impeachment to the Senate, but the 
office of the Senate majority leader 
Mitch McConnell, a Republican, said 
he would not reconvene the Senate 
before 19 January, meaning Trump’s 
impeachment trial would begin dur- 
ing the inaugural days of Joe Biden’s 
presidency. 

Though consequences for Trump 
will not include premature removal 
from office, the Senate trial would not 
be entirely symbolic. Two-thirds of 
the 100-member body are required 


to convict a president, meaning 17 
Republicans would have to join Dem- 
ocrats to find Trump guilty of high 
crimes and misdemeanors. If con- 
victed, it would then only require a 
simple majority to disqualify him from 
ever again holding public office. 
While it is currently considered 
unlikely that enough Senate Repub- 
licans would break with Trump, two 
have called on Trump to resign, and 
McConnell told the New 
York Times he believed the 
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